Settle Down … and Trust Me!
Says the Lord …

Numbers 13 & 14
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Introduction: “Surely you shall not come into the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.” (Numb. 14:30)

A. Faithful Spies

1. When trial, trouble or testing are experienced … fear, doubt, and unbelief often accompany our feelings of despair.

a. Yet, in trial or triumph the Lord calls us to walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7); to follow His Word, not our way.
b. Too often believers wonder and worry needlessly. We walk by sight, not by faith. God is sovereign and He is still building His church to the praise and glory of His Son. Will we follow His lead?

2. Our study is Numbers 13 & 14. The people of God faced difficult circumstances and all but two spies failed the test; their obstacles led to human fear and disobedience, not faith. May we learn from their tragic mistakes (1 Cor. 10:11)?

I. The Promise

A. Favor

1. When God delivered the Israelites from Egyptian bondage He promised to give them a good land flowing with milk & honey. He graced them with favor.

a. “Send out for yourself men so that they may spy out the land of Canaan, which I am going to give to the sons of Israel.” (vs. 2)

b. God not only promised to give them a wonderful piece of property, He also promised that He Himself would go before them to take possession of it (Exodus 3:8; Deut. 11:8-9, 20:1; 31:3 Numb. 23:19).

c. He instructed them to believe the promise and obey His command. However, there was one significant problem that kept them from following in faith, GIANTS!

II. The Problem

A. Fear

1. One of the most common problems that we all face in life is fear; fears of every kind.

a. The spies could see that the land flowed with milk and honey (13:27), but because of fear they brought back a bad report (vs. 32).

b. The people were afraid to follow the leading of the Lord because they perceived the outcome to be worse than the problem they faced. 

1) Their fear led to disobedience and unbelief, and their rebellion provoked God who had done so much for them already (14:11, 26-30; Deut. 1:19f; Heb. 3:14-19).

c. Application: God has blessed this church in so many wonderful ways over the years that it would tragic to doubt His leading now. We all need to trust the Lord at this opportune time. (Ps. 37:5)

III. The Pair

A. Caleb & Joshua

1. Why are Caleb and Joshua so special? 

a. The two men had faith. They believed the Lord! They trusted His Word. They had confidence that God would do what he promised to do (13:30; 14:6-9). “Because [my servant Caleb] has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it.” (vs. 24)

b. Beloved, the place of blessing is the place of faith (Heb. 11:6). 

IV. The People

A. “All the sons of Israel”

1. Chapter 14 concludes with a quick look at the people’s response or reaction to God’s blessing upon Caleb and Joshua.

a. The Lord repeatedly commanded His people to trust and obey, but they refused. Now it’s too late. The wage of sin is death and they will surely die (14:32-25) for their rebellion.

b. While the Lord is loving, gracious, and merciful, there is a limit to His patience (Ps. 103:9). He will judge and discipline disobedience.

