Don’t Look Back!
Philippians 3:13-14

10 FBC 10-17
Introduction: “Brethren … one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

A. Press On Toward the Goal

1. Why do we have such a hard time letting go of the past? 

a. Like desperate Israel in the wilderness, we would rather go back to Egypt than move forward in faith to experience the power, plans, and paths God would have us travel.

b. As creatures of habit, we like routine. We’re often uncomfortable having our lives rearranged and changed by the transforming power of God; but He will not allow us to remain as we are. Day-by-day we are being conformed to the image of Christ, urged to “press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call.”

c. Note: While there are many things about our past God wants us to forget, there is definitely some important stuff to remember (Is. 44:21-23).
1) Remember that God formed you.                              
            2) Remember that God found you.                                
            3) Remember that God forgave you.                             
            4) Remember God’s faithfulness.

I. Don’t Look Back at Past Sin

A. “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

1. Why would you still want to remember what God has forgotten? (Psalm 103:8-12)

a. The Christian who looks back at past sin fails to appropriate the cross of Christ on his or her behalf. When you believe God is still angry for sins He has forgiven, you mock the work Jesus did on your behalf and you doubt His final word: “It is finished!”

b. Satan wants Christians to believe that God will not keep His pro-mise; that when you die you will be judged for your sin. He lies!

II. Don’t Look Back at Past Failure

A. “When man falls … the Lord is the One who holds his 

hand.” (Psa. 37:24)

1. Failure and defeat are all part of living in a fallen world.

a. James writes: “For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well” (James 3:2).

b. Paul did not dwell on past failure. His focus was Christ! (3:7-10)

2. God is for His children! He wants us to succeed! (Rom. 8:31)

III. Don’t Look Back and Boast about the Past

A. “If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more….”

1. Many refuse to let go of the past because they believe that so much of what they did “back then” is good for boasting.

a. They look back and boast about past achievements and gloat upon the successes of yesterday while failing to run the race today.

b. The apostle Paul could have boasted or “gloried” in what he did for God (vs. 4), but instead chose to magnify the Lord and run the race Jesus called him to enter (vs. 7-9). 

1) In Philippians 3, God views human works as “rubbish.” 
c. Ephesians 2:8-9 is very clear. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

IV. Don’t Look Back and Call the Past “Better”

A. “Do not say, "Why is it that the former days were better than these?" It’s not from wisdom that you ask about this.” (Eccl. 7:10)

1. Some saints like to live in the past because their present situation is very difficult, demanding, or stressful. 

a. Many who view the past as “better” think life is about ease and comfort. Their perpetual focus is consumed with eating, drinking, and merriment. They view trials, suffering, sickness, and sin as an unwanted disease rather than God’s means to make us holy.
b. Remember, we were created to be holy, not necessarily happy. Tribulation and affliction produce Christ-like character in us; they serve God’s purposes to conform us to the image of His Son (Jms. 1:2-4; Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 12:9-10; Phil. 1:29-30; 3:17-21).
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