A Triumphal Entry Turned Tragic

Enemies of the Cross
Phil. 3:18-19
10 FBC 3-28
Introduction: “For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ. 

A. Hypocritical Hosanna’s 

1. The parade into Jerusalem began as a celebration! (Matt. 21)
a. Jesus, the Messiah, had arrived, and the crowd anticipated the kingdom to be established on earth. Soon, they believed, Jesus would rule and reign from David’s throne.
b. Several days later, the same crowds who shouted ‘Hosanna,’ called for Christ’s crucifixion because the message Jesus preached wasn’t the message they wanted to hear (Matthew 27). 

c. At the beginning of Passion Week the crowds were elated with Christ; now they were His enemies. Why? What happened to change their minds?
2. As Holy Week unfolded, we see fewer and fewer disciples holding on to Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life.
a. The chief officers, the Scribes, the Pharisees and the crowds all plotted together to put Him to death. The parade in Jerusalem quickly turned into a plot to crucify the celebrated Lord.

b. How can people who claim to believe in Jesus and receive Him with great joy, turn their back on the Lord and call for His crucifixion just a few days later. What betrayal! What hypocrisy!
c. The apostle Paul answers our question in Phil. 3:18-19. In this passage he describes the hypocrite as possessing 4 fundamental flaws in character; the same flaws that characterized the crowd in Jerusalem.
I. They are Perishing

A. Their end is destruction 
1. Paul is not simply speaking about the end result of their disobedient life (i.e. hell).
a. As we study the Scripture, we discover that the end result {perishing} is the manifestation of an ongoing problem. Those who perish do not love the Word of God (1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Thess 2:10).
b. It doesn’t matter what you say, or the excuses you give, if the Word of God is not something you love, then you will perish.

II. They are Fleshly

A. Whose god is their appetite
1. The word appetite is used as a figure of speech to speak about carnal lusts.
a. “Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest” (Eph. 2:3). 

b. The Bible also uses the word pleasure to describe what these people seek. According to Titus 3:3 the unregenerate are “enslaved to various lusts and pleasures” (See also James 4:3).
III. No Sense of Shame

A. Whose glory is in their shame
1. The hypocrite’s view of sin is skewed. They “glory” in the things about which they should be ashamed.
a. One of the best definitions of a true Christian is penned by paul in this chapter. “For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.”
b. The false disciples, apostate Christians, and counterfeit teachers were doing just the opposite. They were not ashamed of their sin and pride.
c. Paul used himself as an example of one who was guilty of such hypocrisy (verses 4-6). Jesus changed his heart!
IV. A Love for the World

A. Who set their minds on earthly things
1. The final flaw that separates the fickle crowd from those who possess true faith is love for the world.
a. They “set their minds on earthly things.” (See also 1 Jn. 2:15-17)
b. Many people profess religion in God, as did the crowd in Jerusalem, but they bailed out on Jesus (about mid-week) because they had a greater love for the world than they did heavenly things (Col. 3:1-2).

1) Demas is an example of a false disciple (2 Tim. 4:10).
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