Citizens of Heaven, Pt. 2
Phil. 3:20; Rev. 4:1-2; Col. 3:1-2
10 FBC 10-31
Introduction: “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.”
A. Our Citizenship is in Heaven
1. As citizens of a heavenly kingdom we have the responsibility to set our minds on things above, and not exclusively on earthly things.

a. Though we are earthly creatures, the moment a sinner is saved he or she receives a new identity in Christ and becomes a citizen of another kingdom; a kingdom the Bible calls heaven.

b. “Rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven” (Luke 10:20)

c. How, then, do we live as citizens of heaven while dwelling in an earthly tent? (Matt. 5:13-4)

I. Heaven the Place – CD - 2010 FBC – 10/24
A. The Open Door

1. Heaven is a real place where all true believers dwell forever. It is the highest and loftiest of all places!
II. Heaven the Priority

A. Faith in Focus

1. Jesus Christ is to be the central focus of all true believers. Since He now resides in heaven we can’t help but look up!

a. The heavenly-minded walk is to be a walk of faith that has as its object the Lord Jesus Christ. Prayer helps with heavenly priorities.

1) Col. 3:1-2
2) Heb. 10:12
   3) Heb. 12:2

B. Benefits of a Heavenly-Minded Walk (What happens on earth when we set our minds on things above?)
1. It Increases our Knowledge of God

a. Col. 3:16; James 3:17
2. It Purifies our Daily Journey

a. The hope of heaven cleanses our hearts of worldliness and sinful living. 

1) Phil. 3:21; 1 Peter 1:13; 1 John 3:3;
3. It Heals our Broken Hearts

a. The more we gaze into heaven and see God’s glory, the more clearly we will see our present pain in proper perspective.

b. “The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18; Is. 51:8-11).
4. It Enlarges our Motivation for Evangelism

a. When you and I live as citizens of heaven we are caused to think, more seriously, about the eternal destinies of people lost in sin. 
1) “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:15).
b. Every time I study about heaven or hell my burden and passion to reach the lost increases!
5. It Encourages our Generosity in Giving

a. The more we live for heaven, the more we will invest our resources there. (Matthew 6:20-21; Luke 12:15-21; 2 Corinthians 9:6)
b. I pray we will not be ashamed when the Lord evaluates our stewardship practices on earth. Our giving, as believers, should also reflect a heavenly-minded perspective. 
6. It reminds us of the Shortness of Life

a. We must make the most of every opportunity by being preoccupied with kingdom work, now.

1) John 9:4; Col. 4:5; Psalm 90:12; 1 Cor. 7:29-31; Rom. 13:11

b. We will only realize how short life is and how urgent our need to serve Christ when we set our mind on things above.

7. It Multiplies Joy in Living

a. The happiest Christians are those whose focus is heavenward.

1) Psalm 16:11, “You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.”
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