Citizens of Heaven, Pt. 6
Heavenly Worship!

Phil. 3:20, Rev. 4:8-11
10 FBC 12-5
Introduction: “Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand” (Ps. 95:6).
A. Idols & Icons

1. The 1st Commandment forbids the worship of idols and icons. To do so is equal to hatred of God.
a. “You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God.”

2. Too few believers take worship priorities and practices seriously. In the name of creativity have we offended God?
a. God’s rejection of Cain’s offering (Gen. 4:2-5); His judgment of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 9:22-10:2); and His deadly discipline of Ananias and Saphira (Acts 5:1-10) are just a few examples of worship that displeased God. 
1) Worship is the commitment of one’s life to loving, following, serving and suffering for the Savior. It’s a heart attitude that is reflected in the way we live, the choices we make, and the love we demonstrate to God and one another (Rom. 12:1).
2) Sunday services are just a small part of how we come to God in worship throughout the week. We must never think that we can approach God flippantly or foolishly, and that He will accept us.  

B. Incline our Hearts Toward You, O Lord!

1. Joshua 24:23 should be for us, as well. “Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.”

a. In Revelation 4:8-11, Jesus helps John with such an inclination by inviting him to witness heavenly worship, so that when he returns to earth his perspective on worship might be radically renewed!

I. Worship is the Declaration of God’s Greatness ( FBC 11-28-10)

II. Worship is the Celebration of God’s Goodness

A. God’s goodness is revealed to us by His Intrinsic Glory.
1. The four living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne because they know the heart of God. 
a. Intrinsic glory radiates from within; from God’s essence or nature. God is good and everything He does is for the ultimate good of His glory. (1 Sam. 12:24) Even trials point us to God’s good purpose in our lives (Rom. 8:28; James 1:2).
1) “For the Lord God is a sun and shield; The Lord gives grace and glory; No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” (Psa. 84:11)

2) Since God is good (Mark 10:18), and everything created by Him is good (1 Tim. 4:4), we are to see all His holy, heavenly actions as good, as well; even when we don’t understand.
B. God’s goodness is reclaimed for us by His Incarnate glory.

1. The Incarnation of Jesus Christ was absolutely necessary otherwise we wouldn’t be able to see God’s goodness at all.

a. Yet, before we are able to appreciate God for who He is, we must be reclaimed by the Lord for Himself. We need the new birth!
b. The whole purpose for the Incarnation was to restore man to the place where he could, once again, recognize the greatness and glory of God, and worship the Lord by giving Him glory, honor and thanks.

1) If you see God as an angry God and not a good God, it might very well be that you are not born again; that you have not experienced God’s saving grace through the mercy and forgive-ness of Christ. (Read Psalm 100 and rejoice!)


C. God’s goodness is realized by us with His Infinite Glory.

1. The Lord is preparing saints to do now, what we will be solely devoted to do in heaven. Worship God, forever!
a. Can I be honest with you, this morning? If you have no desire to worship the Lord Jesus here, you will not find yourself in heaven worshiping “forever and 
ever.” Heavenly worship begins NOW!
b. Infinite glory is the revelation of God’s greatness, eternally! The phrase “Eternal life” describes quality as well as quantity. Eternal life is the life of God in man; it enables us to enjoy God now & forever!
c. “The true circumcision, worship in the Spirit of God, glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.” (Phil 3:3) 
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