My God Shall Supply

Philippians 4:19

10 FBC 9-26
Introduction: “And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

A. Is the Financial Sky Falling?

1. The words of Paul are particularly appropriate to FBC because of our commitment to missions and the many missionaries we support.
a. God promises to supply “all our needs;” but His promise is preceded by the responsibility we have to be engaged in His program. The Lord cares for His children who are concerned about His kingdom and willing to invest in eternal causes.

b. All successful ministry and missions work is a joint endeavor. God is at work, but we must be working with Him, as well (2:11-12). Please don’t think that God is going to bless a ministry or mission or supply needs independent of human participation. He moves hearts!

I. Concern

A. “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me.”

1. All ministers and missionaries we support will only be successful if we “concern” ourselves with their ministry. 

a. In verse 15, Paul commends the Philippians for being the only church to share with him in the matter of giving and receiving. If it weren’t for their charitable gifts, Paul’s needs would NOT have been met. God supplied Paul’s needs through the Philippian church.

2. When no human agency is concerned about a particular ministry, the need will go unmet and the ministry will fail.

II. Content

A. “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”
1. Beloved, please don’t expect God to supply needs when we grumble and complain about what we have or what we lack. Be thankful and content (See also Phil. 4:6-7).

III. Opportunity

A. “Indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity.”

1. The Greek word for “opportunity” is akaireomai and it literally means “unseasonable.”

a. It’s not that the Philippians lacked concern but they lacked cash. They didn’t have the money to give Paul, as they would have liked. There was a time in this church when financial support was “out of season.” 

2. Do you really lack opportunity or a “cheerful heart?”

a. When we consume God’s money in ways He didn’t intend for it to be spent, we waste opportunities that were supposed to be for the Lord and His kingdom work. Please do not expect God to supply all our needs if we are “poor stewards” of what He has already given. 

IV. Profit

A. “Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.”

1. What kind of profit is Paul referring to? What account increases when I give to the Lord’s work?

a. Is Paul speaking about earthly, temporal rewards? Or does he have something more eternal in mind? (See also Luke 12:13-34). Every time you invest in God’s kingdom work on earth, He multiplies the gift to your heavenly treasure (vss. 16-17).

b. Pray about investing in missions, missionaries and/or ministers of the gospel. It will be an eternal investment you will not regret; and the interest rate in heaven right now is fabulous!

V. Supply

A. “And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

1. The word literally means “to make full” or “to complete.”

a. If ministries are not receiving their due supply, it is perhaps because the church is failing to support the endeavor. God promises to supply our needs, when we give to support His mission (See also 2 Cor. 9:6-11).

PAGE  
2

