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Introduction: “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.”
A. The Consequences of Wrong Thinking

1. Paul is writing to believers whose faith is unstable for believing the lies of Satan.

a. Right living begins with right thinking. The Philippian Christians lacked a consistent walk with Jesus because of wrong thinking. They were confused by the winds of words that did not reflect biblical truth.

B. The Example of Jesus

1. Jesus did not allow the devil to defeat Him. Though He was tempted in every way, He remained sinless because He persevered in truth.

a. In the wilderness, Jesus prevailed over Satan by refuting his lies with truth (Matt. 4:4). In the Garden, He was victorious because God’s word prevailed over the world, the flesh, and the devil (Matt. 26:39-41). 
1) “We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).
I. Dwell on These Things

A. Whatever is True
1. The believer must pay careful attention to Scripture. God’s Word is the truth that sets men free. It is sufficient!
a. 1 Thess. 2:13; Eph. 4:21-23; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 119:97; 2 Pet. 1:4
B. Whatever is Honorable
1. The word literally means dignified or worthy of respect. 

a. In this context, Paul is directing our attention to think seriously about important matters in life. Do not treat life with contempt or disrespect, but be dignified in your attitude toward the issues we all face everyday.

C. Whatever is Right
1. This word is closely associated with law and justice. 

a. As law-abiding citizens, we are to think about conducting ourselves properly before all men; doing right to others that we might be well-received by them. Think about how to live righteously before others.

D. Whatever is Pure
1. This Greek word refers to things that are free from defilement and impurity. 

a. This word has to do with the believer’s sanctification from sin. We must cultivate holy desires, and separate from everything that would pollute God’s chosen vessel (Gal. 5:16). 

E. Whatever is Lovely
1. Think about things that create an atmosphere for friendship; things that are pleasing to others.

a. The married man and the married woman should both be concerned with pleasing their spouse, not themselves (1 Cor. 7:33-34). Don’t do anything that others would find offensive. Maintain “lovely” thoughts.
F. Whatever is of Good Repute
1. Believers should think about those things that promote the well-being of others. 
a. Look for ways to compliment individuals rather than tear them down. Praise them for what they do right, rather than for what they do wrong.

G. If there is Any Excellence
1. Man who is made in the image of God has been given gifts and abilities for the good of society. Focus on what is good. 
a. Luke 1:3; Acts 24:2; Acts 26:25

H. If Anything Worthy of Praise
1. The word means “applause,” “commendation,” or praise. 

a. Paul is not calling Christians to praise the Lord; that’s a given.

b. If there is anything worthy of praise in another person’s life, then commend them for the gift of grace working in them (Prov. 27:2)
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