Jesus: The Perfect Pattern of Humility

Philippians 2:5-8
2010 FBC 8-1
Introduction: “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus …He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

A. Humility

1. The proof of maturity is not measured by how many years we’ve been saved, but by the depth of one’s humility.

a. Paul’s personal humility can be seen in Phil. 1:12, 1 Cor. 15:9, Eph. 3:8, 1 Tim. 1:15. Paul saw himself as the “chief of sinners.”

b. In 1 Cor. 11:1 Paul wrote: “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.” The more we are abiding in Jesus, the less we will be consum-ed with self. Humility comes from walking with Jesus. 

c. Although the apostle Paul is a great model of humility for all of us to emulate, Jesus Christ is the perfect pattern to follow. 

I. His Form

A. Jesus is God

1. Jesus is the Second member of the Trinity, co-equal with the Father and the Spirit. Jesus is God!

a. We will never appreciate the true humility of Christ until we first recognize His Deity (John 10:30; 14:9; Heb. 1:3). Jesus is not just a good teacher or the best of prophets; He is Incarnate God.
II. His Fashion

A. Jesus is Man

1. The Lord of glory, Jesus the Messiah, humbled Himself by becoming a man. 
a. He “emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men” (vs. 7).
1) James refers to man as the “brother of humble circumstances” (1:9). This is the world God entered into, and he took on human flesh to do it. He “was made in human likeness.”

b) “He was found in appearance as a man.” (Verse 8).  

III. His Attitude

A. Yielded to the Father

1. The attitude of Jesus Christ ought to be the attitude of every single believer; it’s an attitude of submission to the Father’s will.
a. “Although He existed in the form of God, [He] did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped” (vs. 6).
b. The kenosis or emptying begins with an attitude of yieldedness. Yielding is giving one’s rights over to the control and authority of another; namely Jesus Christ.
1) When we see a yield sign on the highway, we are not to proceed until all others have gone before us. True humility is putting all of your personal concerns, LAST (John 5:30; 8:28; 14:10)
B. Humbled to the Point of Death (vs. 8)

1. “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

a. The Greek word for humble that is used by Paul is a word that means to be made LOW. It is to subject one’s self to lowly circumstances. 

IV. His Actions

A. Jesus “Made Himself Nothing.”

1. The Kjv says, “But made himself of no reputation.” 

a. Jesus was willing to give up or empty Himself of His divine prerogatives so as to please the Father and fulfill His plan to save a people for His own possession.

1) He abandoned His righteous abode.

2) He gave up His riches.

3) He forfeited His Heavenly glory.
4) He yielded His authority to the Father’s will.

5) He sacrificed His life.

b. In Phil. 2, Paul’s whole purpose for depicting Christ’s obedience unto death is to teach us that there is no end to humility until we have died for sinners in love. How far will YOU go to love another?
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