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Introduction: “For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.”
A. The Essence of Faith
1. Faith is a commonly used word today and can mean many things to many people.
a. The word faith is used by those in false religion to speak about religious activity; it is also used by true believers to describe trust in Jesus Christ and His Word.
b. How, then, do we know if the faith we say we have is genuine biblical faith or a man-made expression of religious ceremony and ritual?	
c. Here in Phil. 3:3, Paul gives to us three spiritual markers that are the evidences of true saving faith. They include our Worship, our Walk and our Will.
I. True Faith Worships in the Spirit
A. “Who worship in the Spirit of God”
1. True worship is empowered by the Holy Spirit and is an expression of the heart. It’s not driven by form or ceremony or rituals but by spiritual adoration and praise!
a. Christian worship concerns itself with loving and giving and serving and caring for both the humble and the hardened sinner. It’s not just about singing songs to or about Jesus Christ.
B. The Nature of Spiritual Worship
1. Loves God Wholeheartedly
a. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deut. 6:5)
1) True spiritual worship is not double-minded, but wholehearted. We cannot worship God in spirit and in truth when our allegiance and affections lie elsewhere (i.e. money, sports, pleasure, self). All worship that is not God-centered is idolatry.
2. Obeys the Truth Sincerely
a. True worship is also not something that is mystical, existential, or irrational. Its objective focus is the truth of God’s Word (John 4:23).
1) Spiritual worship is not freedom from truth but sacrificial submission to its rule and reign in life (Rom. 12:1-2). Jesus is truth!
3. Serves the Lord Sacrificially
a. Our Sunday songs and corporate praise should whet our appetite for knowing God’s will and serving His ways. Remember, Jesus cast into hell those worshipers who only honored Him with their lips (Mk 7:6-7).
II. True Faith Walks to Glorify Christ 
A. “And glory in Christ Jesus”
1. The Greek word for glory means to “boast in” or to “exult” or to “rejoice.”
a. The essence of what Paul is saying here is that those who have had their hearts circumcised will make their boast and find their joy in Jesus Christ and not themselves or outside influences (Jer. 9:23-25).
b. If you know anything about false religion you know that human merit is often presented as the means God receives sinners into heaven. However, when God’s grace touches your life, and you are born again by the Spirit of God, you will come to realize that good works count for nothing if you are using them to earn God’s favor (Eph. 2:8-9).
1) See Psa. 119:2; Ezek. 36:27; Lk. 11:28; Phil. 3:7; 1 John 2:4-6
III. True Faith Wills to Do God’s Will
A. “And put no confidence in the flesh”
1. If a person is constantly making his boast in what he or she has done to impress God, then they are using fleshly means to achieve the righteousness necessary to enter God’s presence.
a. Jesus said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63).
b. In this context, the word “flesh” refers to any human work apart from the finished work of Christ on which one basis his hope for salvation (i.e. ceremony, ancestry, achievements, moral choices, etc.)
c. The true Christian, says Paul, is someone who loves to do God’s will more than satisfy the desires of the flesh (Matt. 7:21, 12:50; Jn. 6:40). His boast is solely in the Lord Jesus and what He accomplished on the cross for sinners like us. 
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