Post-Resurrection Proclamations!
Selected Scriptures

4-24-11

Introduction: “Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?”
A. The 7 Sayings of Christ (Post-Resurrection)
1. While many saints have heard messages about the 7 sayings of Christ on the cross, few have considered His sayings, post-resurrection.

a. This morning, we want to consider the teachings of Christ AFTER His resurrection! What did He say that still impacts your life, today?

I. Jesus, the Word of Life

A. “Beginning with Moses and … the prophets, He explained … things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:27).

1. The resurrection of Jesus Christ makes the Bible come alive with the redemptive story of Jesus the Savior of the world!

a. Both Old and New Testaments are God’s revelation concerning His Son, the Messiah. Jesus is the story within the story. His word is LIFE!

II. Jesus, my Life of Faith

A. “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed” (John 20:29).

1. The Christian life is a walk of faith. The Lord has spoken. Will we believe His Word? 

a. The disciples would not believe until they could see the risen Lord. We are called to receive Him by faith on the basis of His own personal testimony, and the testimony of at least 500 witnesses (1 Cor. 15:1-3).
III. Jesus, the Object of our Love

A. “Simon … do you love Me more than these?” (John 21:15)

1. Three times, Jesus questions Peter’s love for Christ. 
a. Do we really love Jesus? Is He our highest priority? Are we using our gifts for His glory or our own?

b. The resurrection changed Peter’s disposition from fear to following Christ as Lord, Savior, and friend (John 14:23ff.). In John 20, the Lord restores Peter to a position of close fellowship and fruitfulness!
IV. Jesus, the Priority of our Witness

A. “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21).

1. After the resurrection, Jesus calls His disciples to a new mission. We “go” as ambassadors or witnesses for Christ!
a. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.” (Matt. 28:19-20)
V. Jesus, my Victory over Sin

A. “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22).

1. The power to carry out the commands of Christ is provided by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 3:14-17).
1) “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
VI. Jesus, our Companion for Life

A. “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mt. 28:20).

1. The Lord loves us and will not leave or forsake His sheep. (1 Ki. 8:57; Heb. 13:5)

a. Jesus will be with His chosen ones, “all the days,” and will be with His church “even to the end of the age”.

VII. Jesus, the Hope of Heaven

A. “I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God” (John 20:17, See also Acts 1:9-11).

1. Jesus remained on earth 40 days before returning to heaven. 
a. The ascension of Christ marked the beginning of the new way Jesus would spiritually relate to His disciples (2 Cor. 5:15-16; Col. 1:5). 

b. “If you do not know Him as the Son of God and your Savior, you do not really know Him at all.”  James Montgomery Boice
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