“The Problem Is My People”
2 Chronicles 7:13-14

Psalm 32:1-5, Romans 8:13, 2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1

“13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 14 if My people who are called by My name humble themselves, and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (ESV)

I.  A.  Is our land sick? 

1) Man’s remedy
2) Church’s remedy
3) God’s remedy

      B.  The Question of Evil

1) General result of a fallen world (Gen 3:16-19, Rom 6:23, Romans 8:19-21)

2) Judgment of the wicked(Exodus 9:8-10, Romans 1:18-32, Luke 13:1-5)

3) Discipline His children (Prov 3:11-12, Heb 12:4-11, 1 Cor 11:30, Numbers 12, 2 Sam 12:15)

4) Trials grow our faith (James 1:2-4)
5) Trials purify God’s children (Prov 17:3) and His church (1 John 2:19)
6) To cause people to recognize the frailty of life and turn to Him (Job 33:12-30, Psalm 107) 

7) That God might be glorified through later healing (John 9:1-3); 

8) Mystery (Job 38-41)

9) We usually won’t know God’s purpose at the moment tragedy strikes, but often can discern His will in retrospect

10) God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God  (Rom 8:28)

      C. Context - Inauguration of the first temple
1) A massive undertaking (1 Kings 5-9, 1 Chron 21 - 2 Chron 7)

2) A grand structure (1 Kings 6, 2 Chron 3-4)

3) The Lord fills the temple (2 Chron 5, 7, 1 Kings 8)

4) Solomon’s prayer (2 Chron 6, 1 Kings 8)

5) God’s answer – a promise and a warning (2 Chron 7, 1 Kings 9)

II.  A. “If”

1) A conditional statement, a choice is available

2) If you are in Christ, you are not a slave to sin, you have a choice (John 8:34;36; 1 Cor 10:13)

3) Choose today who you will serve (Joshua 24:15)

      B. “My people who are called by My Name”

1) He’s talking about YOU !!??

2) The Golden Chain (Rom 8:29-30)

C. “humble themselves”

1) Effects of pride

2) Pride is the top of God’s hate list (Prov 6:17)

3) Pride got Satan kicked out of heaven (Isa 14:12-15, Eze 28:11-19)

4) Effects of humility

     D. “pray and seek my face”

1) A heartfelt cry out to God; not just a shallow, superficial, wandering ‘prayer’

2) Are they talking to Me?

     E. “turn”

1) Turn = Repent

2) Contrition – Godly sorrow vs. worldly sorrow (2 Cor 7:10-11)

3) Confession – Vertically and horizontally (Psalm 32, 1 John 1:9, James 5:16)

4) Change – Rom 8:13, 2 Cor 5:17

5) The cycle of repenting and believing is the mark of the Christian life and how God causes us to become more like Christ

6) John Owen: On the Mortification of Sin, “be killing sin or it will be killing you”

     F. “from their wicked ways”
1) What has a hold of your heart which God hates?

2) We are to cleanse ourselves from all filth, impurities, defilements (2 Cor 7:1)

3) Not only is the gate narrow, but so is the road (Matt 7:13)

     G. “then I will hear from heaven”

1) Sin is a barrier to communication with the Lord.

     H. “and will forgive their sin”

1) The glorious Gospel – you are forgiven in Christ, for God’s glory and your joy

2) Total victory over our sinful nature will not occur in this lifetime, His grace is sufficient  (2 Cor 12:9)

3) Don’t look back (Luke 9:62), no fishing allowed (Micah 7:19)

4) Satan wants you to look back (Rev 12:10)

     I. “and heal their land”

1) The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life (Prov 11:30)

III. Examples
IV. The Lords Supper – “Let a person examine himself” (1 Cor 11:28)

