   Where is God When Catastrophe Strikes?

Luke 13:1-5
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Introduction: “Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem?

A. God and Natural Disasters
1. The Earthquake/Tsunami in Japan has once again raised questions about God’s involvement in Catastrophes.

a. Is God the cause of such devastation? Is He judging the world for sin, as some theologians, politicians and commentators have declared?
b. Various opinions prevail in the marketplace of ideas about the cause of cosmic catastrophes like the recent earthquake/tsunami in Japan.

1) Some contend that God has nothing to do with tremblers and tides; a loving God would not orchestrate such devastation.
2) Others believe than man’s failure to steward the earth and properly care for its resources contribute to natural disasters.  
3) Many Christians declare that God is sovereign over the universe. If the earth quakes, He did it! If the tide rushes in, He caused it.
c. Setting aside man’s bias and beliefs, God has spoken. His own declaration will be the focus of this morning’s message.
I. Calamity

A. God is not Silent
1. Despite the claims and arguments that God is uninvolved when calamity strikes, God Himself accepts responsibility.
a. “The One forming light and creating darkness, causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these” (Isa. 45:7).

b. “But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the ever-lasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure His indignation.” (Jer. 10:10)
c. “In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as well as the other.” (Ecc. 7:14)
2. The Bible documents multiple accounts of catastrophic events that equal, if not surpass, the devastation in Japan. 

a. The flood, the destruction of Sodom, the drowning of Egypt’s armies, the siege at Jericho, the collapse of Aphek’s wall, Israel’s fall in the wilderness, the implosion of the tower at Penuel, Jerusalem’s capture by King Nebuchadnezzar, 70 A.D., Masada, the abomination of desolation, etc.

b. Jesus also predicted a time when the return of Christ would be imminent. “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.” (Matt. 24:7; Mark 13:8; Luke 21:10-11)
c. “Are we listening? God is trying to get our attention through the traumas in Japan & the Mideast.” Joel Rosenberg - Epicenter
II. Compassion

A. Comfort in Suffering

1. While God may laugh at the godless when calamity strikes (Prov. 1:26-29), the Christian’s response should be gracious. 
a. God may knock down the walls of a city in judgment (Dan. 1:1; Isa. 22:8; Matt. 24:2) but, like Nehemiah, believers are called to comfort the afflicted with love, mercy and grace preaching forgiveness to all who have ears to hear (See 2 Cor. 1:3-7). 
2. Pray the relief efforts in Japan will bear fruit for the gospel; that God’s Word will not return void” (Isa. 55:11). 

a. World Venture, along with CB America and dozens of Mission Organizations across the globe are providing physical and spiritual help to people in Japan who are desperate and to Christian churches in need.

III. Conviction & Conversion
A. Luke 13:1-5

1. In the gospel of Luke, Jesus responded to calamity with words of conviction that would lead to conversion.

a. The forgiveness of Christ is available to sinners who repent; no re-pentance, no salvation; no confession of sin, no mercy toward sinners.
b. “Every deadly calamity is a merciful call from God for the living to repent.” John Piper – World Magazine, Jan. 2005
PAGE  
2

