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Introduction: “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit 

of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
 

     A. Descendants of Abraham 
 

1. Paul concludes chapter 3 with the surprising statement 

that through faith in Christ even the Gentiles are now 

descendants of Abraham. And this is by divine design! 
 

a. “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, 

heirs according to promise.” 
 

2. It is unthinkable to a Jew that Paul would use the word 

heir to describe privileges received by Gentiles that were 

reserved exclusively for direct descendants of Abraham. 
 

a. Furthermore, the promise is not referring to some vow that we 

make to God, but God’s promise to Abraham. “In you all the families 

of the earth will be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). 
 

b. All who believe God’s Word with the same kind of faith given to 

Abraham (2 Pet. 1:1) will be reckoned righteous and receive sonship.  
 

3. Although Abraham’s spiritual descendants are “few” in 

comparison to the “many” in Matthew 7:13-14, they still 

will be more than the naked eye can count (Gen. 15:5). 
 

I. The Blessings of Sonship 
 

     A. Heirs According to Promise 
 

1. In God’s dealing with Abraham & Sarah, He wanted to 

make the statement that His promise cannot be fulfilled by 

sinful man but only by our awesome God! 
 

a. The promise that both Jews and Gentiles will be redeemed by the 

blood of Lamb and receive the inheritance of eternal life is a promise 

that can only be made perfect by the plan of God. Man has nothing he 

can contribute to achieve its fulfillment. This is the gift of God! 
 

b. Luke 18:27 – “The things that are impossible with people are 

possible with God.” 

 

2. The default position is to measure one’s righteousness by 

law. Are we law keepers or law-breakers? 
 

a. The problem with assessing one’s righteousness on the basis of 

Law-keeping is that the standard set by God is perfection. One strike 

and you’re out. We’re all out because all have sinned (Rom. 3:23). 
 

b. However, just because we cannot keep God’s Law does not mean 

that the Law isn’t good. It is! (Rom. 7:12) Thankfully, it also reveals 

the perfect character and magnificience of God! “The Law reveals to 

us the Law-Giver” R. C. Sproul 
 

     B. Heirs According to Premise 
 

1. Once you grasp Paul’s analogy you will appreciate the 

grace required to free you from your bondage to sin! 
 

a. Any element of human boasting is anathema. If you are truly 

saved, you know that there was nothing you did to receive eternal 

life. It is all a gift from God, by grace, through faith in Jesus’s 

finished work. Even your ability to believe is a gift from God. 
 

b. In vs. 1, the word heir is a child who is not yet a Christian but has 

been appointed by the Father to receive eternal life. The heir is still 

under the bondage of Law, and has not yet been born again by the 

Spirit of Christ. But God has predestined the day of his deliverance! 
 

1) “An heir is a person who has the legal right to receive the 

property of someone who dies or is entitled to inherit property or 

receive an endowment from a parent of predecessor.” Webster 
 

2) The heir will legally inherit the gain, but certain conditions 

must be met before he can receive it and use it personally. 
 

3) Spiritually, the elect are predestined to receive eternal life, but 

they must be born again before the promise is realized. Saving 

Faith in Christ is the evidence that new birth has occurred. 
 

     C. Joint Heirs with Jesus 
 

1. Once our season of preparation is past, the gospel of Jesus 

Christ breaks in to set us free! 
 

       a. The fullness of time – Jesus’ birth was right on schedule. 

      b. Born of a woman – Messiah will also have a human body. 

      c. Born under the Law – Like Jews, Jesus must obey the Law, too! 

      d. Redeem – To buy out or buy back a slave from the market of sin. 

      e. Adopt – To place into the family a child who was not your own. 

      f. Atonement – The particular payment that completes the adoption. 

       g. Holy Spirit – The empowerment needed to realize God’s promise. 


