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Introduction: “Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and 

if a son, then an heir through God.” 
 

     A. Heirs According to Promise 
 

1. Paul’s greatest fear is that his gospel ministry in Galatia 

was wasted.  
 

     a. The sinners who said they had converted to Christianity were now 

reverting back to legalistic tendencies to appease holy God when they 

should be flourishing in gospel grace! 

 

 b. Legalism is man’s attempt to win God’s favor by keeping God’s 

Law rather than yielding to Christ and His finished work on their 

behalf. Legalism damns the soul because it relies on man’s self-

righteous works to atone for sin and not the perfect work of Jesus 

Christ (Isa. 64:6), whose sacrifice is the only one God accepts. 
 

 c. These so-called saints were not trusting in the works of Jesus to 

save them from their sins but were living like children “under the 

law,” believing that human obedience to God’s commands will 

suffice. If they do not repent from their error they will be condemned. 
 

2. Paul reminds his readers that if one is truly saved by the 

grace of God they will not fall away from faith in Christ. 

God is faithful to accomplish what He said He would do! 
 

a. “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 

Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6). 
 

b. To rely on self to accomplish what only God can do through Christ 

is futile. Taking personal credit for spiritual birth and growth is the 

antithesis of the gospel. Salvation is solely the work of God in man. 
 

c. The child (vs.) will receive the inheritance promised by the father 

at the proper time. “But before faith came, we were kept in custody 

under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be 

revealed.” Under Law we realize our bondage to sin (3:23). 
 

d. God uses His Law to reveal the standard we all fall short of obtain-

ing and to introduce us to our need for the Gospel of Christ! (3:22) 
 

I. Adopted as a Son 
 

     A. Father vs. Daddy 
 

1. Children “under Law” would fear the parent or guarding 

responsible to enforce the legal requirements of the Law. 
 

a. Children under grace call the father “daddy” because they have 

experienced his love, grace, mercy and forgiveness.  
 

1) “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son 

into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
 

2) Under the New Covenant believers have a completely new 

relationship with the Father because of what Christ has done for us 

on the cross! Through faith in Jesus, Daddy has blessed us with 

every spirit blessing in Christ! We rejoice, not reject God’s love! 

 

b. “Why would anyone who had been adopted by God want to go 

back and work for the devil?” Philip Ryken 
 

     B. The Adoption Process 
 

1. Paul begins to explain the process through which true sons 

are adopted; a process that does not seem to fit the evidence 

of these so-called Galatian believers (vs. 8). 
 

a. There was a time in every sinner’s life when we did not know God 

as “Daddy.” We feared Him as Father, but never received the forgive-

ness that comes in the Gospel. Our knowledge of God was skewed. 
 

b. Paul is gracious, though grieved. He writes to the Galatians as 

brothers though unsure that they have been adopted into the family. 

 

2. Adoption is first, and foremost, the sovereign work of 

God. “We love because God first loved us!”  (1 Jn. 2:19) 
 

  a. “But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known 

by God” (vs. 9).  
 

b. Paul is convinced that if these Galatian believers are true children 

of God, then they will be rescued from the enemy’s deception and be 

set free from the bondage of their iniquity by God’s gracious gospel! 
 

                  c. The strong man will be bound and Jesus will prevail! (Mat. 12:24) 
 

3. In the world, laws are necessary to control and contain 

sinful man. But laws are weak and elemental in that they 

cannot take away sin. Only faith in Christ can give victory! 
 


