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Introduction: “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says 

to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He 

would have given you living water.” 

A. Conversing with the Lost 

1. How do we communicate with unbelievers when, in fact, 

we hardly know them?  

a. What can we learn from Jesus’ encounter with this woman that 

might help us witness to total strangers? 

2. The fact that Christ uses His omniscience to His advantage 

in these conversations should not discourage us from 

speaking to unbelievers. 

a. Patience, not omniscience, is the prerequisite we need when 

speaking to the lost.  

I. Conversation Begins in the Heart 

A. Ice Breakers 

1. “Ice-breakers” are forms of communication designed to 

create a more favorable atmosphere for conversation. 

a. However, while ice-breakers are helful, much of the awkwardness 

we feel in speaking with strangers has more to do with our own 

resistance in the heart than with our inability to use verbal clichés. 

b. The key to outreach is not having the “gift of gab” but having a 

heart that is fully disclosed and devoted to Christ. 

B. Love 

1. The loving conversation Jesus has with this woman was 

not a coincidence. His heart was anticipating the opportunity 

long before the actual encounter ever occurred. 

a. Jesus never viewed sinners as the enemy.  They were victims of 

Satan’s schemes. Too often we have divided the human race into 

villains and victims and refuse to love the villain. This Jesus did not 

do!  

II. Conversation Initiates with a Word 

A. “Give Me a drink” 

1. Jesus initiates conversations with a “word” in context. He 

uses the natural situation as the platform for sharing divine 

truth. 

a. Had Jesus not asked the woman for a drink, she likely would have 

gone about her business ignoring the presence of this man.  

b. The reason why we must learn to initiate is due to the presence of 

sin in the life of an unbeliever. Sin causes fear, shame, selfishness and 

blame; hardly a recipe that promotes good conversation. 

III. Conversation Graduates to the Gift 

A. “If you knew the gift of God” 

1. As we converse with the unbelieving, we must be looking 

for an opportunity to graduate our dialogue to a higher more 

spiritual level of communication. This takes time. 

a. Here in John 4, the Holy Spirit takes us through the ideal 

conversation in just a few verses when in reality Jesus may have 

spoken with this woman for more than an hour. 

b. In the last message, we noted the need to expose sin. However, 

please notice that Jesus handles the issue of sin with grace not 

condemnation (vss. 16-18). He speaks the truth in love (Eph. 4:15). 

c. In Matthew 11:29, Jesus describes Himself as “gentle and humble 

in heart.” Very simply He said, “Come to Me all who are weary and 

heavy-laden and I will give you rest.” 

IV. Conversation Concludes with an Offer of Life 

A. “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but 

whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never 

thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a 

well of water springing up to eternal life.” 

1. As you conclude your conversation with the lost be sure to 

leave them with the offer of life. Jesus is “the life!” (Rev. 

22:17) 

a. The Bible invites us to come to Christ and be saved. This spiritual 

invitation must be extended to all who are without Christ. This is not 

an altar call but an invitation to faith in Christ (Jn. 3:16, 5:24; 6:35). 


