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Introduction: “So have I become your enemy by telling you the 

truth?” (vs. 16)  
 

     A. A Pastor’s Passionate Heart 
 

1. In the midst of providing a theological defense for the 

gospel, the apostle begins a passionate pastoral plea to urge 

the Galatians to stop following these false teachers. 
 

a. In John 8:31-32, Jesus said, “If you continue in My word, then you 

are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free.”  
 

b. The passion of every true shepherd is to fulfill His calling to preach 

the truth because only God’s Word will free you from the burden of 

sin and the bondage of living under the lie of legalism (2 Tim. 4:2). 
 

c. The heartbreak of every pastor is when people in the pew are not 

growing, serving, and sacrificing for Jesus Christ! When the gospel is 

not central to the motivation and purpose for why we exist on earth! 
 

1) Are you a FAN or FOLLOWER of Jesus Christ? Only 

followers receive eternal life (Matt. 16:24). 
 

I. Paul’s Ernest Appeal 
 

     A. “I beg of you” 
 

1. The opening phrase in verse 12, I beg of you is another of 

Paul’s very strong biblical admonitions.  
 

a. Perhaps the strongest warning appears in Romans 6:2 & 15,  “May 

it never be!” responding to the question, “Are we to continue in sin 

so that grace may increase?” 
 

b. Grace is so full of freedom and forgiveness that it may seem like 

God is giving sinners a license to sin. But this view misunderstands 

grace. Grace empowers the believer to follow Christ by the Spirit! 
 

c. Paul identified himself as the chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15) and 

begged the Galatians to trust Christ, not God’s law, for forgiveness. 
 

1) There is no sin that God cannot forgive. The most hardened 

criminal can be forgiven and set free from eternal judgment.  
 

II. Paul’s Equitable Confession 

     A. “You have done me no wrong.”  
 

1. Paul is not angry with the Galatians. Believing a false 

gospel offends holy God, not Paul, since he can identify 

with their sin and zeal to obey the Law (Phil. 3:4-6). 
 

     a. Paul actually thought he had an excellent relationship with the 

Galatian church and is now baffled by their defection from the 

gospel and their rejection of him.  
 

     b. The apostle came to Galatia because of personal illness or bodily 

affliction. Some think it might have been and “eye” problem (vs. 

15). He was welcomed and blessed as a messenger from God! 
 

     c. Paul recalls the trial that provided opportunity for him to preach 

the gospel and rejoice at the response! (Acts 13:48). Now, he 

questions their sincerity. “So, have I become your enemy by telling 

you the truth?” 
 

 1) Many people leave churches because they are offended by the 

truth. They do not want Jesus to reign and rule over their lives. 

 

III. Paul’s Excellent Assessment 
 

     A. Commendable Concerns 
 

1. Paul assesses the Galatian situation with wisdom 

pertinent to the advancement of God’s gospel. 
 

a. Pastor Parker Paraphrase - “Can’t you see that the Judaizers are 

pursuing you for their own personal gain and profit, but not because 

they really care about your soul?” (vs. 17) 
 

1) Commentators agree that the Judaizers were jealous of the 

spiritual liberty proclaimed by Paul and his fellow preachers. 
 

2) Obeying God’s Law was an unbearable burden because sinful 

flesh is unable to keep God’s commandments. The idea that one 

could be “free” from the Law was too radical to believe. 
 

b. BTW, spiritual freedom is not a license to sin, to live according to 

the desires of the flesh. Spiritual freedom releases the sinner from 

bondage to sin and grants power to obey God’s will and Word by 

the indwelling Holy Spirit! Jesus is always our Law-Keeper! 
 

1) The pastor’s priority must be to see God’s people hunger and 

thirst for righteousness; that “Christ be formed in you” (vs. 19). 
 

  2) Acts 20:32 – “And now I commend you to God and to the 

word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you 

the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 


