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Introduction: “Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not 

listen to the law? 
 

     A. Works + Faith = Death 
 

1. Before we visit the text, let’s consider the biblical 

relationship between faith and works, since all false religion 

makes human works the qualifier for who is saved. 
 

a. Man-made systems of salvation tell us that Jesus is important but 

not sufficient. Something more is needed (i.e. meritorious works). 
 

b. The Judaizers were teaching obedience to God’s Law as the 

qualifier for salvation. Man needed to prove to God that he was 

worthy of receiving forgiveness and eternal life. 
 

c. However, the phrase: God helps those who help themselves is a lie 

from the pit of hell. There is nothing you can do to improve upon the 

work of Christ. God only helps those who admit their need for Jesus. 
 

     B. Faith without Works = Death 
 

1. James confronts another deceptive deviation from truth; 

that you can have faith without it producing fruit in YOU!  
 

a. This lie teaches that faith in Jesus, as Lord, does not always lead to 

manifesting a godly lifestyle (Also see Titus 2:12). 
 

b. James writes: “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has 

faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? (James 2:14) 
 

   1) James answers his own question. “For just as the body without 

the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead”  (vs. 26). 
 

2) The “works” James considers are the works that follow grace, 

not precede it. Paul is also an advocate for this truth (Eph. 2:8-10). 
 

 2. This deceptive theology is related to our text because 

Ishmael was the product of works, not faith. 
 

a. Ishmael’s birth was the result of Abraham trying to take the Law 

into his own hands at the suggestion of His barren wife Sarah. Instead 

of walking by faith and remaining faithful until God’s promise would 

be realized, Abram chose to carry out God’s plan pragmatically. 
 

I. The Historical Setting 

 

     A. Two Sons              
 

1. Paul doesn’t deny that the Judaizers are “children of 

Abraham,” but he’d like them to clarify which son. 
 

   a. If they say, Isaac, they would affirm that God’s blessing was based 

upon promise only, and not his obedience to Law. Isaac was also a 

sinner perpetuated by his lack of trust in God’s Word (Gen. 26:7). 
 

  b. If they say, Ishmael, they would be identified with the “wild 

donkey,” zealous for the Law, but not among the covenant people.  
 

     B. Two Mothers 
 

1. Hagar is the mother of Ishmael, the son who is a “wild 

donkey,” and the enemy of all. 
  

  a. Abram & Sarai’s unbelief created a nation that would be the   

“thorn” in the side of God’s people forever (Gen. 16:1-4). 
 

     b. The war between two sons continues to rage, today, and it will not          

stop until Messiah sets up His Millennial kingdom on earth. 
 

2. Sarah is the mother of Isaac, and the free woman because 

of God’s promise. 
 

a. When God reiterated His promise to Abraham, both he and Sarah 

laughed in disbelief (Gen. 17:17; 18:12). 
 

1) “Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I 

will return to you … and Sarah will have a son” (18:14). 
 

b. Although Sarah was Abraham’s legitimate wife, she would bear 

the seed of Promise by an act of God, and not the scheme of man.  
 

      1) “Looking at them, Jesus said, ‘With people it is impossible, but   

not with God; for all things are possible with God” (Mark 10:27). 
  

     C. Two Destinies 
 

 1. These two mother/son relationships point to two very 

different eternal destinies.  
 

a. Ishmael’s descendants, though cared for by God during their re-

bellion on earth, will perish in hell for their wickedness (Gal. 4:29). 
 

b. Isaac and his descendants (the offspring of the free woman) will 

receive eternal life because of God’s Promise! Both are sinful brothers.  
 

c. Our attitudes toward Ishmael and his descendants should be 

consistent with Romans 12:17-21, because the blessings we receive 

are gifts from God and NOT because we have merited Eternal Life. 


