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Introduction: “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore 

keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of 

slavery.” 
 

     A. Lessons Learned 
 

1. Don’t listen to the Judaizers. Keep standing on the pro-

mises of God’s Word; salvation is through faith in Christ. 
 

a. Believers are Predestined – The promise made to Abraham was 

God’s plan from the beginning of time (Titus 1:1-3; Rom. 9:6-16). 
 

b. Believers will be Persecuted – The children of promise are being 

persecuted by the children of the bondwoman (Gal. 4:29; Jn. 15:20). 
 

c. Believers Prevail! – Nevertheless, all Christians persevere in faith 
and do not fall away from following Christ (Gal. 4:31; Matt. 24:13).  
 

I. The Liberty of Love 
 

A. “It was for freedom that Christ set us free!” 
 

1. The liberty of which Paul speaks is the Spirit-empowered 

ability to love God and others free from legal command.  
 

a. The new commandment to “love” is now a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 

5:22) and not a requirement to obey God’s Law against one’s will. 
 

b. God’s commandments are burdensome because the flesh cannot 

measure up to their stringent demands (1 John 5:3). However, the 

Law of the Lord is our delight when the Spirit frees our heart to obey! 
 

2. New Covenant obedience is motivated by God’s love and 

grace, and not the letter of Law (2 Cor. 3:6). 
 

a. Jews under Law teach that we follow Jesus and receive God’s 

blessing because of our compliance with the Law of Moses. These 

Judaizers were requiring Gentiles to obey the same. 
 

 1) However, under the New Covenant, Jesus imputes His  

 righteousness (perfect obedience to God’s Law) to us and we 

receive that gift by faith. Now, what matters most is “faith 

working through love” (vs. 6).  

     2) When grace motivates your obedience, you do not obey because 

you have to, but because you want to! The Holy Spirit has freed 

you from the bondage of having to bear the heavy load  

 legalistically, to wanting to please Christ from the heart! 
 

a) “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I 

will give you rest … for My yoke is easy and My burden is 

light.” (Matt. 11:28) 
 

3. While the Law of God demands that we love God and 

others perfectly, the grace of God now places the burden on 

Jesus Christ who fulfilled the Law’s demands for us. 
 

a. “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a 

sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the 

heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable 

but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of 

God.” (1 Peter. 1:22-23) 
 

b. When Jesus is at work through you, loving God and loving others 

is a joy and delight, but when you seek to love because you have to 

(legal command), it is a burden that is too cumbersome to bear. 
 

     B. “Therefore, … do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.” 
 

1. In the Galatian context the measuring rod for whether 

one was living in freedom or in bondage was circumcision. 
 

   a. The Gentiles were being told that unless their men received 

circumcision they couldn’t be saved. This is the same issue that Paul 

and Barnabas confronted in Antioch as recorded in Acts 15.  
 

1) “Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the 

brethren, unless you are circumcised according to the custom of 

Moses, you cannot be saved.” (Acts 15:1) 
 

  b. While circumcision was commanded by God (Gen. 17:10-14), the 

purpose was to point the Israelite to a corresponding reality … that 

God is in the business of cutting out sin from the heart (Deut. 30:6; 

Jer. 4:4; Rom. 2:28-29). 
 

   1) But “If you (as a Gentile) receive circumcision, Christ will be 

of no benefit to you” (vs. 2). 
    

2) The sign was to point Jews to its reality, and the reality is now 

HERE! Since Jesus perfectly fulfilled the Law, and propitiated for 

all our sins, the sign isn’t necessary anymore!  
 

c. The gospel transcends the Law by making love for God and for 

one another the central test of the Spirit-filled life! (1 John 4:7-19) 


