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Introduction: “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncir-

cumcision means anything, but faith working through love” (vs. 6). 
      
     A. Freedom to Love 
 

1. Paul is optimistic that the Galatians will abandon the law 

that enslaves for the law of perfect freedom, a law of love 

that James calls “the Law of liberty” (James 1:25, 2:12). 
 

a. The pinnacle of all Christian teaching is love from a “pure heart” (1 

Tim. 4:5). Love is the capstone of all biblical truth, the fruit of 

genuine saving faith. 
 

b. But what must happen for a self-centered sinner to get to the place 

where love for God and others comes from a pure heart, and is not 

simply a legal requirement motivated by fear? 
 

     B. Failure to Love 
 

1. Responding to a Pharisee trying to trap Him, Jesus quoted 

Deut. 6:5 to answer his question about the great command-

ment. 
 

a. “And He said to him, “ ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 

WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR MIND.’ (Matt. 22:37) 
 

   b. “The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF.’ “On these two commandments depend the whole Law 

and the Prophets.” (Matt. 22:39) 
 

          1) The problem is not with God’s commandments (the Law) but 

with man’s inability to meet His righteous standard of perfection 

from the heart. We all fall short of loving God and others the 

way God intended because of indwelling sin. 
 

 a) While the Nike slogan says, “Just do it,” without the 

indwelling Holy Spirit sinful man will always fall short. 
        
       c. The gospel is God’s remedy for transforming the heart; enabling 

sinners to express love from God who inhabits their soul (Rom. 5:5). 
 

I. The Sign of Circumcision 

 

     A. Circumcision and the Law 
 

 1. The Jews believed that external obedience to God’s Law 

was proof enough that they loved Him. They were wrong. 
 

a. The initial symbol of such love was circumcision, a sign Judaizers 

also imposed on Gentiles (Acts 15:1; See also Gen. 17:10-14).  
 

b. But in the Galatian context, Paul uses the rite of circumcision as an 

indicator that grace has not yet penetrated the heart. The cutting of 

flesh was only supposed to be a picture of what God must do to the 

heart (Deut. 30:6; Jer. 4:4). The real cutting away was to be spiritual! 
 

c. Sin must be purged from the heart before sinners can love God and 

love others with God’s perfect love (Romans 2:28-29). 
 

           1) Tragically, legalism prides itself in obeying the letter of the 

law rather than waiting on the Spirit who gives Life! - 2 Cor. 3:6 
 

2) If you receive circumcision only as a physical sign, yet miss 

the reality of the spiritual picture that it was intended to portray, 

you will die in sin and be condemned to eternal hell (Gal. 5:2-4). 
 

II. The Sign of Salvation 
 

     A.  Love from a Pure Heart! 
 

 1. What matters most, says Paul, is “faith working through 

love.” Faith doesn’t matter unless it is faith that loves (vs. 6).  

  a. “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have 
love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the 

gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 

nothing. And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I 

surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me 

nothing” (1 Cor. 13:1-3) 
 

  b. John is also emphatic that true saving faith must also produce the 

fruit of love. The professing Christian who lacks the ability to love 

with agape love, proves that they do not really know God at all. 
 

1) “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love” (1 John 4:7-8). 

 

2) “By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have 

confidence in the Day of Judgment; because as He is, so also are 

we in this world” (1 Jn. 4:17). 
 

c. Jesus is the One who manifests His love in us so that we can love 
God and others from the heart! Thank you Jesus! 

 


