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Introduction: “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 

the Law.” 
 

     A. Two Options 
 

1. As we consider the call to follow Christ, Paul makes clear 

to his readers that there are only two options, not three. 
 

a. You will either be led by the Spirit, or you will be led by the flesh.  
 

b. You will either put your trust is in the finished work of Christ or in 

human performance and man-centered confidence. 

 

1) In the book of Galatians, Paul distinguishes these two groups 

into those “led by the Spirit” and those who are “under Law.” 
 

2. In Rev. 3:16, Jesus seems to create a “third” category of 

people whom He calls “lukewarm.” 
 

a. However, the lukewarm are also being led by the flesh and at the 

final Judgment will be condemned with all who are “cold” toward 

Christ. The lukewarm are self-deceived about their spiritual condition 

by their superficial attachment to Jesus (See Matthew 7:21). 

 

     B. Two Questions 
 

          1. “Who hindered you from obeying the truth?” (vs. 7) 
 

a. Paul is optimistic that the Galatian believers have been temporarily 

derailed by false teacher(s) and they will repent and be restored (6:1). 
 

b. God’s gospel is rooted in the finished work of Christ and not the 

imperfect religious works of men (vs. 8). Those distorting the true 

gospel will be judged and condemned (1:7-9; 2:10). 

 

2. “If I preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted?” (v. 

11) 
 

a. The Judaizers were teaching that Gentiles must be circumcised to 

be saved; the same lie Paul confronted in Antioch (Acts 15:1). 
 

b. To bolster the lie, the false teachers also told the Galatians that Paul 

also held this view. He did, before he was a Christian. But what they 

didn’t say is that Paul’s conversion to Christ changed his theology. 

 

c. Paul’s simple defense is this: If I still believe that a saved man must 

be circumcised, then why do the Judaizers continue to attack me? 
 

d. Paul is being persecuted because the cross of Christ is an offense to 

those who trust in their own righteous deeds to save them. 
 

I. Called to Freedom 
 

     A. Faith working through love (vs. 6) 
 

1. In verse 13, Paul hits replay and takes us back to the 

principle discussed in verse 1, linking freedom to the work 

of love in verse 6. 
 

a. The whole point of the Law, which only Christ could keep, is to 

“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF” (vs. 14). 
 

b. Yet, loving yourself is not part of the commandment but part of the 

comparison Paul is making. Believers are to “deny self” not love self. 

We are to love others the way we selfishly love ourselves. Instead of 

being selfish, I am to be selfless toward my neighbor; an impossibility 
in my flesh, but a spiritual fruit of the Spirit (vs. 22-23). 

 

2. In order to love others as Jesus would have me do, I must 

be set free from my sin by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

a. “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit 

against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that 

you may not do the things that you please” (vs. 17). 
 

b. The One who sets me free from my natural desire to please me first 

is Jesus Christ (See Romans 7:14-25) via the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 

3. Paul is reminding the Galatian believers that the gospel 

has already set them free from the requirement to please God 

by human performance. Jesus is now their righteousness! 
 

a. In Christ, love is made possible by the power of the Spirit and not 

the commands in the Law. The Law shows us our sin but has no 

power to conform us to Christ and His love for mankind. 
 

b. In this passage, love is a test of genuine saving faith. If I do not 

have love, I am nothing (1 Cor. 13:1-3) … not a carnal Christian or a 

lukewarm Christian but a spiritually dead sinner who is deceived by 

the lie of the enemy into thinking I can satisfy God by what I do. 
 

c. The only thing that can produce genuine works of love is faith in 

Jesus (See 1 John 5:4). When you are born again you have a new 

Leader in your life. Jesus gives you a new supernatural disposition to 

“walk by the Spirit” (vs 16). We are able to love because of the Spirit. 


